Bentiromide test using liquid-chromatographic measurement of p-aminobenzoic acid and its metabolites for diagnosing pancreatic insufficiency in childhood.
We assessed the diagnostic capability of the bentiromide test using a high-pressure liquid-chromatography method to analyze p-aminobenzoic acid and its metabolites in plasma as an indirect measure of exocrine pancreatic function. Mean total amine concentration in pancreatic-insufficient subjects was significantly lower than in control subjects. There were 3 of 15 false-negative results and no false-positive results. We conclude that this chromatographic method is an effective means of analyzing p-aminobenzoic acid and its metabolites after ingestion of bentiromide.